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My Utmost for His Highest 

by Oswald Chambers: 

April 15 

The relapse of concentration 

But the high places were not taken away out of Israel;  
nevertheless the heart of Asa was perfect all his days. 2Ch_15:17. 

  
Asa was incomplete in his external obedience, he was right in the main but not entirely 

right. Beware of the thing of which you say- ‘Oh, that does not matter much.’ The fact that 
it does not matter much to you may mean that it matters a very great deal to God. Nothing 
is a light matter with a child of God. How much longer are some of us going to keep God 
trying to teach us one thing? He never loses patience. You say-‘I know I am right with God’; 
but still the “high places” remain, there is something over which you have not obeyed. Are 
you protesting that your heart is right with God, and yet is there something in your life 
about which He has caused you to doubt? Whenever there is doubt, quit immediately, no 
matter what it is. Nothing is a mere detail. 

Are there some things in connection with your bodily life, your intellectual life, upon which 
you are not concentrating at all? You are all right in the main, but you are slipshod; there is a 
relapse on the line of concentration. You no more need a holiday from spiritual concentration 
than your heart needs a holiday from beating. You cannot have a moral holiday and remain 
moral, nor can you have a spiritual holiday and remain spiritual. God wants you to be entirely 
his, and this means that you have to watch to keep yourself fit. It takes a tremendous 
amount of time. Some of us expect to “clear the numberless ascensions” in about two 
minutes. 

~ 

Be radiant through me, oh Lord.  Give me Thine approving smile and benediction,  
and help me to be altogether taken up with Thee. 
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April 15 

The relapse of concentration 

But the high places were not taken away out of 
Israel; nevertheless the heart of Asa was perfect all 

his days. 2Ch_15:17. 

2 Chronicles 15:17 (The Message) 

 16-19 In his cleanup of the country, Asa went so far as to remove his 
mother, Queen Maacah, from her throne because she had built a 
shockingly obscene image of the sex goddess Asherah. Asa tore it 
down, smashed it, and burned it up in the Kidron Valley. 
Unfortunately he didn't get rid of the local sex-and-religion shrines. 
But he was well-intentioned—his heart was in the right place, loyal 
to GOD. All the gold and silver vessels and artifacts that he and his 
father had consecrated for holy use he installed in The Temple of 
God. There wasn't a trace of war up to the thirty-fifth year of Asa's 
reign.  
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